SYLLABUS

U.S. Government

Valencia Community College

Fall 2010
Professor: Mark Logas                                                                 Class Meets: Tuesday/Thursday 7:00am-8:15am

Phone: 407-299-5000 Ext. 2028
                 Room:  Building 6 / Room 110  
E-Mail: mlogas@atlas.valenciacc.edu
            
    Course Number: POS 2041

Office Location: East Campus/Building 1-Room 320

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course covers theory, organization, principles, and functions of national government, stressing relationships of individual to all levels of government in our political system. This course includes a learning activity designed to ensure competence in the basic use of computers.
MAJOR TOPICS/CONCEPTS/SKILLS
· Understanding key concepts: politics and government 

· Philosophical underpinnings to the U.S. Declaration of Independence and U.S. Constitution 

· The U.S. Constitutional Framework 

· Federalism 

· Congress and Voting Behavior 

· The Presidency and Presidential Elections 

· The Federal Bureaucracy 

· Interest Groups 

· The Mass Media 

· The Federal Judiciary 

· Civil Liberties 

· Civil Rights 

· American Political Culture 

· Political Participation 

· Political Parties 

· Public Opinion 

· Public Policy and the Economy 

· U.S. Foreign Policy 

· Development of critical thinking skills necessary to understanding political concepts and issues.
MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 

· Demonstrate an understanding of the philosophical theories that led to the writing of the Declaration of Independence and U.S. Constitution.

· Demonstrate an understanding of the core values supporting the democratic tradition of the United States.

· Demonstrate an understanding of the checks and balances system created by the U.S. Constitution, including an understanding of the major powers and responsibilities given to each branch.

· Understanding of the effects of government at all levels in the United States on citizens' lives and the effects of citizens on government in pursuit of social, political, and economic goals.

· Demonstrate an understanding of the difference between direct and representative democracy.

· Utilize critical thinking in analyzing political, social, and economic issues.
STUDENT CORE COMPETENCIES:

· Think clearly, critically, and creatively by analyzing, synthesizing, integrating and evaluating knowledge.

· Evaluate your own and other’s Values from individual, cultural, and global perspectives.

· Communicate by reading, listening, writing, and speaking effectively.

· Act purposefully, reflectively, and responsibly by implementing effective problem solving and decision making strategies.
By thinking clearly, critically and creatively, students will analyze various viewpoints and perspectives, forming their own fact-based opinions. VCC Core Competencies: College Catalog  http://valenciacc.edu/catalog/10-11/default.htm .

REQUIRED TEXT
Benjamin Ginsberg, Theodore J. Lowi, and Margaret Weir. 2009. We The People: An Introduction to American Politics.  Shorter 7th Edition. W.W. Norton & Company, Inc. ISBN: 978-0-393-93267-6
STUDENT PREPARATION FOR CLASS MEETINGS
Students are expected to attend each scheduled class, provide “Our World” topics for discussion, discuss the assigned text reading material, and meet other course requirements outlined below. Participation grades will be assigned based on the student’s overall contributions throughout the semester. Participation in each class: Excellent/Above Average, Occasional Participation: Average, Little or No Participation: Below Average/Failing. Class meetings will follow a combination lecture/class discussion format. Lectures and discussions will not always parallel text material. 
Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a notification from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the instructor, during the first two weeks of class. The Office for Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities. The East Campus Office is located in Building 5, Room 216.
ATLAS- E-MAIL COMMUNICATION, ANNOUNCEMENTS, MESSAGE BOARD POSTINGS
Throughout the semester, I will send important information to your assigned Atlas E-mail account. 

Each student must include his/her name and the day/time of the class on e-mails that are sent to me in order to receive a reply. Atlas does not include your name or class information and I will not respond to anonymous e-mails.

Occasionally, I will cut and paste student questions to me and send them (without the student’s name) to each student who is listed on the course e-mail list. You are always welcome to E-mail me requesting clarification of an assignment or to seek an answer to your question related to course assignments; however, I encourage you to read your assigned Atlas E-mail account prior to contacting me. Many of your questions may have already been answered, allowing you a faster response.

      I will not discuss or share any class or grade information through the Internet unless you send a specific 

      written request to me through your Atlas account. I will only discuss course content and performance 

      through your assigned Atlas account. Non-Atlas e-mails are automatically deleted without being read.
ATTENDANCE-UNEXCUSED ABSENCE POLICY & WITHDRAWAL
Attendance is expected and will contribute to course grades.
Students who have FIVE (5) unexcused absences will be withdrawn from the class.
In addition, students will have eight (8) points deducted from their Attendance/Participation grade for each unexcused absence during the semester.
ATTENDANCE-TARDINESS POLICY

Tardiness is considered a serious discourtesy to the instructor and other students.  It is disruptive to learning.


Students who arrive late to class or leave before class is dismissed will be counted as absent.
ATTENDANCE-BATHROOM POLICY
Students who leave the classroom to use the bathroom are asked not to return for the remainder of the class to minimize class disruption. To avoid any conflict with this policy regarding medical conditions, students must provide documentation from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) to excuse any absence from class. If you cannot accept this policy, you are encouraged to drop during the Drop/Add period and take POS 2041 with another professor who does not have this policy.
ATTENDANCE-CELLULAR PHONES, PAGERS, AND IPOD POLICY
 
All pagers, cellular phones, and Ipods must be turned off or placed on a silent mode and out of sight during class. If you leave during class to answer a silent page or call, please do not return. Students who fail to comply with this rule will be asked to leave the classroom, receiving a grade of “0” toward their participation grade. If there is an emergency situation warranting the use of a cell phone or pager during class time, the student must notify the professor in writing prior to the beginning of class.
ATTENDANCE-STUDENT CONDUCT

Valencia is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge and learning, but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct. By enrolling at Valencia, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and abiding by the general rules of conduct.
ATTENDANCE-STUDENT CONDUCT

The primary responsibility for managing the classroom environment rests with the professor.  


Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that result in disruption of a class may be directed by the professor to leave the class. Violation of any Valencia policies/procedures or classroom rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from the College. Disciplinary action could include being withdrawn from the class, disciplinary warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions. Valencia’s Student Code of Classroom Conduct (Policy 10-18) can be found in the current Student handbook, or online at 

http://valencia.cc.fl.us/policies/PDF/10-18.pdf . Additional information is available in the College Catalog http://valenciacc.edu/catalog/10-11/default.htm .

ATTENDANCE-QUIZZES

Students will be given unannounced quizzes that will not be given on a make-up basis. If you are not in class on the day a quiz is given, you will receive a zero (0) for that quiz grade.
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY
All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at Valencia. Academic dishonesty included, but is not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, furnishing false information, forgery, alteration or misuse of documents, misconduct during a testing situation, and misuse of identification with intent to defraud or deceive. Sanctions available to the professor should a violation occur are described in the Valencia Student Handbook or online at http://valencia.cc.fl.us/policies/PDF/10-16.pdf.

When the professor has reason to believe that an act of academic dishonesty has occurred, and before sanctions are imposed, the student shall be given informal notice and an opportunity to be heard by the professor. Any student determined by the professor to have been guilty of engaging in an act of academic dishonesty shall be subject to a range of academic penalties as determined by the professor. 

These penalties may include, but not limited to, one or more of the following: 


1) Loss of credit for an assignment, exam, or project 


2) Reduction in the course grade 


3) A grade of “F” in the course

Students guilty of engaging in a gross or flagrant act of academic dishonesty or repeated instances of academic dishonesty shall be subject to administrative and/or disciplinary penalties that may include:


1) Warning


2) Probation


3) Suspension and/or Expulsion from the college
I have a zero tolerance policy towards cheating. If you are caught cheating, you will be withdrawn from this class, assigned an “F” as a Final Grade, and possibly face withdrawal from all other classes during this semester. In addition, I pursue placing students who have cheated on a one-year academic suspension.
EXAMS
Another portion of the final course grade will be determined by the student’s performance on four (4) exams 

(3 regular Chapter exams and 1 Final Exam). Each exam will consist of term/concept identification, theory, and essay topics. The exam schedule can be found on the attached assignment sheet. 
~~~~~~~~
It is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor if a medical emergency situation or family death arises prior to an exam. Failure to notify the instructor prior to the missed exam will result in a zero (0) grade on the exam.  
~~~~~~~
The Final Exam will be a comprehensive evaluation of each student’s knowledge and understanding of the course. Any student not taking the final exam on the scheduled day and time will be assigned an “F”, failing the course.
~~~~~~~
Students who bring their cellular phones, pagers, and/or Ipods to class on an exam day and openly display them during the exam will be asked to leave the room. In addition, a grade of zero (0) will be assigned for that scheduled exam.
~~~~~~~
Please note that I have a “Zero Tolerance” policy regarding cheating. If you are caught cheating, you will be withdrawn from the class.
QUIZZES

Throughout the semester there will be a variety of quizzes given. These quizzes will require students to demonstrate his/her ability to clearly communicate his/her understanding of topics that are covered in reading assignments and/or class discussions.
RESEARCH ASSIGNMENT/PAPER

      Students will be required to locate, evaluate, and effectively use information from diverse sources to submit 

      a type-written, college level paper. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the checks and balances 
      system created by the U.S. Constitution, including an understanding of the major powers and 

      responsibilities given to each branch (legislative, executive, and judicial), including an understanding of 
      non-governmental actors (political parties, interest groups, public opinion, media) in the United States and 
      how these groups effect citizens’ lives in pursuit of social, political, and economic goals. 

INTERNET RESEARCH STATEMENT


Because of the variety of sources, ease of publication, lack of central control and proliferation of commercial information on the free Internet, it is often hard to tell if the information is reliable.  Many sites contain research and information of high quality.  However, unlike traditional print publications or library-based electronic resources, there is usually no process of peer review, nor is there an editor verifying the accuracy of information presented on the Internet.  There are an increasing number of sites containing information that may be incomplete, anonymously written, out-of-date, biased, fraudulent, or whose content may not be factual. Students should, therefore, use caution in use of the free Internet for their research needs.  For academic topics that are addressed in scholarly literature, use of electronic databases or visiting the library may better meet your needs.  However, each professor makes the final determination of what is or is not accepted as a valid source so review the syllabus for specific guidelines from your professor. For more information: http://faculty.valencia.cc.fl.us/infolit/evaluation/default.htm
WITHDRAWAL POLICY

Valencia Community College has initiated withdrawal procedures and timelines in response to legislation/rules adopted by the state legislature and State Board of Community Colleges.  The deadline to withdrawal from this course is in the current catalog, and is also available online at http://valenciacc.edu.  After that date, if you withdraw or are withdrawn from the course, you will be assigned either a “WP” (withdrawn passing) or a “WF” (withdrawn failing).  Additional information is available in the College Catalog (http://valenciacc.edu/catalog/10-11/default.htm on pages 65 - 67). The deadline for filing withdrawal forms in the records office (Building 5, Room 211) is Friday, NOVEMBER 5, 2010.  
________
All students expecting to earn a final grade for the course must take the Final Exam. Incompletes will be considered only in extreme circumstances.
OFFICE HOURS-EAST CAMPUS

Monday/Wednesday:
 11:30 a.m.  -
  1:00 p.m.  (Office 1-320)





   3:00 p.m.  -     4:00 p.m.  (Atlas On-Line)

Tuesday/Thursday:
 11:30 a.m.  -     1:00 p.m.  (Office 1-320)

Friday:


 10:00 a.m.  -   12:00 p.m.  (Atlas On-Line) 


COURSE GRADES

Final Course grades will be determined by:

-Class attendance, participation, and quizzes (25%)

-Research Assignment/Paper (25%)           The average will be evaluated on the following scale:

-Exam Grades (25%)                                                                                          92 - 100 = A


-Final Exam (25%) 







    83 -   91 = B


                                        74 -   82 = C

   Students are responsible for contacting the instructor as soon as possible for any        65 -   73 = D

    event that delays or prevents the student from meeting these course requirements.              0 -   64 = F
TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE
WEEK    CHAPTER
  TOPICS TO BE COVERED
8/30

Class introduction-Overview of Semester-Share Your Knowledge

1-American Political Culture
Fundamental U.S. Government


Handout Research Assignment



Handout Civil Liberties Quiz
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9/6

Labor Day Holiday No Classes 9/6/10



2-Founding and the Constitution
Colonial America & Revolution
                    Pages A-3 through A-5
(The Declaration of Independence)


             Pages A-10 through A-15
(The Constitution)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9/13
         3-Federalism
The Federal Framework and American Political Values



Civil Liberties Quiz Due: 9/16/10

             Video Presentation
A Day In The Life of 9/11-CBS News 60 Minutes II
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9/20


Exam #1-Chapters 1, 2, and 3


4- Civil Liberties
Personal Freedom versus Government Control


     Pages A-16 through A-20
(The Bill of Rights)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9/27
4- Civil Liberties
Personal Freedom versus Government Control


     Pages A-16 through A-20
(The Bill of Rights)


5- Civil Rights
Struggle and “Universalization”

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10/4

Exam #2-Chapters 4 & 5 and 9/11 Video







   College Night-No East Campus Classes Thursday, October 7


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10/11        
Research Assignment/Paper Due: 10/12/10

Video Presentation
Democracy Under Pressure: A Trip Through Time     


6- Public Opinion
Socialization, Values, and Opinion Polls 


7- The Media
News Coverage and Media Power in Government


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


10/18        7- The Media
News Coverage and Media Power in Government        
_____________________________________________________________________________________

10/25
8- Political Participation & Voting
Who Participates, and How?


9- Political Parties
Two-Party System, Organization, and Elections
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11/1
10- Campaigns & Elections
Elections in America, the 2000 Elections, Money & Politics 


11- Groups & Interests
Lobbying and the Quest for Political Power


__________________________________________________________________________________________
11/8

Exam #3-Chapters 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, & 11

Theory Lecture/Discussion
Foreign Policy: Executive & Legislative Tensions

__________________________________________________________________________________________

11/15
12-Congress
U.S. House of Representatives, U.S. Senate, Making Law

      Pages A-10 through A-13
(Article I)
       
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                

11/22
13-The Presidency
Executive, Constitutional, and Political Power

      Pages A-13 through A-14
(Article II)




Thanksgiving Holiday No Classes November 24 – November 28

 
TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE (continued)
11/29
13-The Presidency
Executive, Constitutional, and Political Power

      Pages A-13 through A-14
(Article II)


14- Bureaucracy In A Democracy
Bureaucrats, Executive Branch Agencies, & Downsizing


_________________________________________________________________________________________

12/6
15-The Federal Courts
The Legal System, Federal Jurisdiction, Judicial Power 


      Pages A-14
(Article III)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


12/13

Final Exam-Covers Chapters 12-15, Amendments, Our World


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2010  7:00am – 9:30am     
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at anytime during the term by announcement of the professor. It is your responsibility to stay informed of any changes.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Valencia Calendars:
http://valencia.cc.fl.us/calendar/
Civic Leadership / Internship and Placement Office:

http://valenciacc.edu/ipo/CivicLeadership.asp
LifeMap:

http://www.valenciacc.edu/lifemap/
VCC Ask Valencia Help Center:

http://www.valenciacc.edu/support/
VCC Clubs, Organizations, and Student Government:

http://www.valenciacc.edu/studentdev/clubs2.cfm
VCC Computer Labs:

http://www.valenciacc.edu/labs/
VCC Library:

http://www.valenciacc.edu/library/
VCC Security:

http://www.valenciacc.edu/security/
VCC Tutoring Services:

http://www.valenciacc.edu/tutoring/
Final Exam Policy is at:

http://valencia.cc.fl.us/policies/PDF/05-12.pdf   and  http://valenciacc.edu/catalog/10-11/default.htm 
Attendance Policy is at:

 http://valencia.cc.fl.us/policies/PDF/10-02.pdf  and  http://valenciacc.edu/catalog/10-11/default.htm
Class Roll Policy is at: 

http://valencia.cc.fl.us/policies/PDF/05-08.pdf   

Participant Informed Consent Form

A research study is being conducted to assess student comprehension of information literacy via a written assignment in U.S. Government (POS2041). Student work will be collected at random from students enrolled in this course each academic term. Your instructor may be asked to submit a paper that you have written during the course of the semester. Your identification will be removed from the work so as to preserve your anonymity and confidentiality. The work will then be holistically scored using a rubric. Those results will be used to improve instruction. You will not be asked to do anything outside of your normal class assignments. There are no identifiable risks to you. The records of this study will be kept private. In any sort of report we might publish, we will not include any information that will make it possible to identify you. Research records will be stored securely and only researchers will have access to the records. All information is subject to the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) of 1974, which is designed to protect the privacy of educational records. Your participation in this study is totally voluntary and you may withdraw at any time without negative consequences. To withdraw at any time during the study, simply ask your instructor not to submit any of your work. Please feel free to contact Roberta Brown (407-582-3421) or Kurt Ewen (407-582-3413) or the Chair of Valencia’s Institutional Review Board at irb@valenciacc.edu if you have any questions about the study.  Students must be at least 18 years of age and not requesting exclusion from the study constitutes my informed consent. 
3

